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mission statement

Dear Friends and
Supporters of WNIT,

It has been an extraordinary year for WNIT. As you

know, all major television stations in the United States are
required to cease analog transmission as of February 17,
2009. At WNIT, our plans were right on track to make
this conversion when both of our analog transmitters failed
in February and March, 2008. After much discussion, we
decided the only fiscally responsible decision was to make
the switch to all-digital early. WNIT petitioned for and
the FCC granted an early shut-off of our analog signal,
and we continued to broadcast two digital signals, one in
high definition and one in standard definition. At the same
time, we developed an aggressive public relations campaign
to inform viewers of their conversion options, particularly
the installation of a digital converter box, by means of
on-air, web site and radio announcements, a hot-line
telephone number and in-person presentations by our staff.
Our operations for the year were significantly affected by
these circumstances, and we worked hard to maintain a
full schedule of programming on both digital channels.

WNIT is positioned to expand its services as we prepare to
remodel and move into our new home, the previous WSBT
building in downtown South Bend. This expansion of
services, “The Bigger Picture” of WNIT, will enable us to
host community events, sponsor business and educational
seminars and greatly improve our broadcast and other
media services. “The Bigger Picture” is the culmination of
years of preparation to make WNIT the center of public
media in Michiana.

We would also like to take this opportunity publicly and
profoundly to thank our many contributors, underwriters
and members for their continued and generous support.
Your encouragement enables us to bring the best television
on television to the entire Michiana community.

WNIT. Television worthy of your trust.

WNIT is a trusted, community owned public media

source that is dedicated to inspire, inform, educate,

entertain and unify the communities we serve.
Mary Pruess

President and
General Manager

Board of Directors




statement of activities 2008

State
14%

Federal
24%

financial
report

Community
Statement of Financial Position 58%
OPERATING REVENUES:
2008 Federal $ 708,283
State 417,860
Community 1,678,080
Total Assets Other 109,606

Total Operating Revenues  $ 2,913,829

Total Liabilities and .
Programming &

Net Assets Outreach
27%

Promotion
6% Administrative

19%

Broadcasting
27%

OPERATING EXPENSES:

Broadcasting $ 861,722
Programming & Outreach 831,165
Promotion 184,746
Development 653,722
Administrative 607,197

Total Operating Expenses ~ $ 3,138,552

Capital Grants 1,093,600
Capital Expenses 188,559
Depreciation 433,948

Change in Net Assets $ 246,370
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ives, transforming ourselves

WNIT is positioned to R
implement “The Bigger ' g
Picture” initiative, a major : i
expansion of our services
and broadcast capabilities,
as we move into the
former WSBT building in
downtown South Bend. 4, exterior =
From a Jumbotron on the rendering of WNIT’s new home

front fagade to a large community-event conference room to active
participation in the MetroNet, WNIT’s new home will enable us to
provide community services on a scale previously beyond our reach.

The project received a major boost this year when the South

Bend Redevelopment Commission approved WNIT’s $1 million
construction grant to help renovate the building’s main entrance and
foyer, exterior window system and two exterior Jumbotron monitors.
Money for the project will come from the downtown Tax Increment
Financing (TIF) district fund. This investment by the City of South
Bend allows the rehabilitation of the 50-year-old building into a fresh
highlight of the downtown cityscape.

LT =w-we  The WNIT web site continues

' ey to develop and flourish. At the
present time, wnit.org contains
approximately 600 electronic
pages and receives almost 10,000
unique visitors per month. Please
visit us at www.wnit.org to see
WNIT’s presence in this exciting,
constantly developing means of
communication.

2008 featured the redesign of wnit.org

QUTDOOR

WNIT-TV is committed to telling the stories of Michiana. Programs
such as “Today on Open Studio,” “Dinner and a Book,” “Economic
Outlook,” “Outdoor Elements,” “Politically Speaking” and “Ask an
Expert” reflect the values, highlight the achievements and explore the
beauty of our region as no one else can.

cLemen T, DINMOESSEOIONE Savwty s

This year WNIT went even further in its outreach as Michiana’s
storyteller. “Raising an American Legend,” WNIT’s hour-long
documentary on the making of the world’s largest wood peg
structure, was viewed by audiences in Muncie, Evansville and
Merrillville. WNIT is producing another documentary, “Fresh To
You: A Way of Life and Health,” which examines the advantages of
eating locally grown produce and meats while visiting the farms and
farmers who raise them.

WNIT is also working on new projects
designed for local broadcast as well as for
national and international distribution.
“Hip Hop Fables” combines stunning
computer animation with today’s most
popular musical genre and a proactive
social message, all set in a whimsical
dance club in the heart of Paradiso
Jungle. “Toradze’s Generations of
Greatness,” featuring the work of
internationally known pianist and teacher
Alexander (“Lexo”) Toradze, will be
ready for broadcast in early 2009.

Alexander “Lexo” Toradze



Education remains at the heart of WNIT’s mission. WNIT provides
top-quality educational programs for both adults and children as well
as providing outreach material and training throughout our region.

presented 70 Ready to Learn workshops throughout Michiana

provided over 2,500 hours of commercial-free children’s
programming and distributed almost 3,000 books free of charge
to preschool and school-aged children from at-risk families

partnered with Families First to develop the “Books For Babies”
program in Elkhart county

continued our partnership with IVY Tech to train video
production students in all aspects of their craft in a real-world
environment

was a featured presenter at the statewide IAEYC conference in
Indianapolis

partnered with the South
Bend Community School
Corporation to produce
“reading tips” for parents,
airing around “Between the
Lions,” the award-winning
show that helps kids learn
how to read

-
e

Aog
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PBS’ “Between the Lions”

For the fifth consecutive year, the Roper Public Affairs and Media
Survey found that PBS is the country’s most trusted national
institution. Americans believe PBS provides an excellent use of tax
dollars, second only to our military defense, and PBS remains the
network with the most trusted news and public affairs programs.

PBS was also recognized by its
media peers. At the 29th Annual
News and Documentary Emmy
Awards, PBS received 10 Emmys
— more than any other network
and twice as many as the closest
competition. Additionally, Ken
Burns was presented with a
Lifetime Achievement Award for

Acclaimed filmmaker Ken Burns his work on such documentaries
as “The Civil War,” “Baseball,” “Jazz” and “The War.”

Carrying on this tradition of
exemplary documentaries, in April
WNIT aired “Carrier,” a ten-part
documentary that explored the lives '
of the 5,300 Navy personnel and 85
military aircraft aboard the aircraft
carrier USS Nimitz. “Carrier”
provided an intimate look at life
aboard the ship during a six-month
deployment to the Persian Gulf.

PBS documentary “Carrier”



$25,000 +

1st Source Bank
Dr. Dane & Mary Louise
Miller Foundation
Elkhart General Hospital
Garcia Family Charitable
Foundation
Madison Center
The Martin
Foundation, Inc.
Support Local Agriculture
Teacher’s Credit Union

$15,000 - $24,999

American Electric Power

Fairmont Homes

The Rex and Alice A.
Martin Foundation, Inc.

Memorial Health System

$10,000 - $14,999

Carol and Rod Ganey

Good Neighbor Pharmacy

GramTel

Gulfstream Coach

South Bend Medical
Foundation

$1,000 - $9,999

Dr. Kenneth Abbott

ADT Security

Alick’s Home Medical

Amish Acres

Baker & Daniels

Bart’s Water Sports

Barnes & Thornburg

Bayer Healthcare

Biomet

Broadway Theatre League

Carmela’s at Macri’s

Center for Hospice &
Palliative Care

Community Foundation of
St. Joseph County Inc.,
Indiana Arts Commission,
NEA

Cosimo’s & Susie’s A Bit
of ITtaly

D&W

Davis Disability Group

Robert and Mary Pat
Deputy

Dowagiac Dogwood
Festival

Elkhart County
Community Foundation

Elkhart Steel Services, Inc.

Erica’s Craft & Sewing
Center

Families First

Family & Children’s Center

Gibson Insurance Group

Gibson Foundation Inc.

Steven Goldberg, CPA

Goshen Community Bank

Goodwill Industries of
Michiana, Inc.

Hearth and Home

Homan Lumber Mart

Indiana Credit Unions

Indiana Historic Sites

Jeanette’s Fabric Boutique

Johnson’s Workbench

KeyBank

La Candy Shoppe

Lake City Bank

Lake Michigan College
Mendel Center

Lexus of Mishawaka, LLC

Little House Fashions

Logistick

Martin’s Supermarkets

McDonald Physical Therapy

Memorial Health
Foundation

Michiana Hematology
Oncology, Inc.

Michiana Jewish Historical
Society

Mid-City Supply

Midwest Cardiovascular
Specialist

Millennium Steak House

Montessori Academy at
Edison Lakes

Northern Box Company

Peacock & Company

Pfeifer, Morgan & Stesiak

Barb and John Phair

Pike Lumber

Press Ganey

Prime Table Restaurant

Dr. Kelly Puster

Dr. and Mrs. Mark Richter

Ruthmere

Schurz Communications

Snyder’s Men Shop

South Bend Community
School Corporation

South Bend Farmers Market

South Bend Warcehousing
& Distribution

St. Joseph County Public
Library

St. Joseph Regional Medical
Center

St. Joseph Valley Watercolor
Society

St. Joseph’s Visiting Nurses
Association

Stitch-N-Time Fabrics

Sweeney Julian, P.C.

The Dental Center

The Jordan Group

The Natural Way

The Troyer Group

Van Horne Jewelers

Village at Arborwood

Volte Restaurant

Whims & Wishes

Yoder Department Store

Zimmer

$2,000 & above

Ancon Construction
Teacher’s Credit Union

$1,000

IOI Interlogic
Outsourcing, Inc.
Pine Manor
Serim Research Corporation

$500

CB Richard Ellis

Center for Hospice &
Palliative Care

Centier Bank

Clingenpeel, Inc.

Mossberg & Company, Inc.

$250-$499

Blue Chip Hotel & Casino
Endodontic Services
Financial Associates

First State Bank

Geocel Corporation

Lyn Leone Law Firm
Patrick Industries, Inc.
The Troyer Group

Platinum Level
$5,000+

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J.
Decio

Carol and Rod Ganey

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Hiler

Dr. Dane and Mary Louise
Miller

Ed and Willy Welter

Gold Level
$2,500+

Mr. and Mrs. Robert J.
Deputy

Dr. and Mrs. Elmer R.
Graber

Ms. Susan K. Hintz

Anne M. Jordanich

Chris and Carmi Murphy

Barb and John Phair

Mr. and Mrs. William J.
Schmuhl, Jr.

Ernest and Gerda Zeller



Silver Level
$1,000+

Anonymous (2)

Mr. and Mrs. Roger W.
Benko

Janette Burkhart-Miller

Carmichael Foundation

Amy and Clifford Cassidy

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas
Corson

Jim and Susan Donahoe

Ken and Mary Eme

Will and June Erwin

Jerry and Norma Ferguson

Tom and Susan Fischbach

Craig and Connie Fulmer

Van and Jean Gates

Dave and Ginny Gibson

Clara Gingerich

Leslie and William Gitlin

Mel and Leda Hall

Denise and Angel
Hernandez

Jon and Sherry Housand

Jim and Sally Hubbard

Irions Foundation Inc.

Najeeb and Nancy Khan

Glenn and Patty Killoren

Michael and Rebecca
Kubacki

William and Elaine Marohn

Gail and Bob Martin

Frank and Marsha Martin

V. Richard and Jane Miller

Andra and Irwin Press

Ernestine Raclin

Mr. and Mrs. Earl Records

Mark and Donna Richter

Judith A. Robert and
Thomas J. Kapacinskas

Pat and Sue Ruszkowski

Doug and Jeannine Schrock

James F. Shea

James F. and Sherry L.
Smith

Tom and Joyce Sopko

Perry Stow and Andrea
Mather-Stow

Craig D. Sullivan and
Cynthia L.Harris

LeRoy and Phyllis Troyer

Thom and Jeannine Villing

Barbara K. Warner
Jane J. Warner
Mr. and Mrs. Perry
Watson 111
David and Janet Weed
Peggy Weed
Mr. and Mrs. Dar Wiekamp
Marjorie H. Wilson

Bronze Level
$500+

Anonymous (2)

Dottie and Tom Arnold

Steve and Nancy Ball

Bruce and Linda Bancroft

David and Billie Bankoff

Stuart and Paula Barb

Liz and Tom Borger

Brian and Jeannelle Brady

Howard S. Brembeck

Dr. and Mrs. Glen
Brookshire

Susan Burkholz

Edward and Carla Chester

Jack and Karen Cittadine

Charles W. Cole, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Fred P. Crowe

Elisabeth De Fries

Ann and Fred Dean

Robert G. Douglass

Doris Ann and Joe Doyle

Carol Ann Mooney and
George Efta

Thomas and Elizabeth
Eisele

Ruth E. English

Irene Eskridge

David and Susan Findlay

Jody and Mike Freid

Gerald H. Frieling, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. John
Goebel, Jr.

Maggie and Steve Goldberg

Judith and Jim Goodkin

Kerie and Tracy Graham

Donald R. and Lynn A.
Groenleer

Jerry and Dorene Hammes

James R. Hardesty

Jerry and Della Helvey

Charles and Anne Hillman

Eileen and Tom Hughes

Leonard and Susan Isban
Nicholas Joyner
Craig and Carol Kapson
James and Christine Kelly
Dean and Gretchen Kimble
Barbara and Donald T.
Kindt
Brian and Ginger Lake
Elizabeth H. Lambertson
Gunnel B. Lofgren
Jerry and Becky Lutkus
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Lux
Rex and Alice A. Martin
Laurence and Barbara
McHugh
Tom and Shari Mellin
Brad and Mickey Miller
Dr. and Mrs. Samuel
Milligan
Pat and Carol Moody
Mary E. Naquin
Philip and Mary Newbold
Lida Thompson Norris
Don and Linda Pletcher
Mary Pruess
Jane and Paul Ralser
William and Marie Reyburn
Bill and Jan Riblet
The Honorable and
Mrs. James W. Rieckhoft
Dr. Rob and Lee Riley
Maritza Robles
Fred and Chris Rowe
Vivian and Arnold Sallie
James and Chris Sieradzki
Tom and Maria Slager
Carl Snyder and
Rita Schobert Snyder
Mary E. Stanfield
Joyce and Dick Stifel
Mitchell B. Streicker
Paul D. and Mary H. Tipps
Katie and Brad Toothaker
Barbara and Reg Wagle
Jeff and Phid Wells
Walter and Nila Wells
John and Carolyn Wolf
Douglas and Janette Yoder

1st Source Bank

Anonymous (3)

ArtsEverywhere

David M. Barrett

Roger and Dianne Benko

Berrien County
Community Foundation

Bissell Foundation

Brenda Bowyer

Susan Burkholz

John and Candace Butler

Carmichael Foundation

Florence V. Carroll
Charitable Trust

Amy and Clifford Cassidy

Roger Chrastil

City of South Bend

Stanley A. and Flora P.
Clark Memorial Trust
Foundation

Corson Family
Foundation, Inc.

The Cressy
Foundation, Inc.

Crowe Foundation

D & W Inc.

Dr. and Mrs. Frederick
Dean

Eric and Cindy Diamond

Doris Ann and Joe Doyle

Robert G. Douglass

Elkhart County
Community Foundation

Ken and Mary Eme

Mindy and Michael A.
Engle

Irene Eskridge

D. F. Farmwald

Jim Faucett

Jovan Ferri

John, Anna and
Martha Jane Fields
Trust Foundation

Jody and Mike Freid

Friend of WNIT from
Plymouth

Craig and Connie Fulmer

M. Gage

Carol and Rod Ganey



Garatoni Family Foundation

Garcia Family Charitable
Foundation
Craig Gibson and
Aaron Nichols
Gibson Foundation Inc.
Gibson Insurance Group
William and Leslie Gitlin
Goshen Health System
Karla L. Hanel
Angel and Denise
Hernandez

Holladay Properties Services

Midwest, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Hoover
Jayco Corp.
Cindy and Dennis Kaplan
Michael and Wendy
Kauffman
Maggie and Joe Kernan
Najeeb, Nancy and
Sarah Khan
Glenn and Patty Killoren
Evelyn Kirkwood
Chris and Missy Kleva
Shirley and Mike Kofeldt
Kosciuscko County
Community Foundation
Brian and Ginger Lake
Lake City Bank
Jerry and Becky Lutkus
Virginia Manor
Bruce and Diane Marlow
Marshall County
Community Foundation
Frank and Marsha Martin
Gail and Robert Martin
Cindy McCraner
Dan McDiarmid
Barbara and Laurence
McHugh
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas
Mellin
Dane and Mary Louise
Miller
Angela R. Moisenko
Pat and Carol Moody
Muessel-Ellison Memorial
Trust Foundation
Chris and Carmi Murphy
Mary Pruess
Barbara Reames

Laura Rhodes

Saint Joseph Regional
Medical Center

Kori Schenk

Sam and Karen Schlosser

Kevin and Lynn Schutz

James F. Shea

Kurt Simon

Tom and Maria Slager

Mitchell B. Streicker

Craig D. Sullivan and
Cynthia J. Harris

TCU Foundation

Frederick S. Upton
Foundation

Barbara K. Warner

Jim Weber

Mrs. Peggy Weed

The Zumbrun Family

1st Source Bank

Aays Banquet & Party
Rental

American Electric Power

AP Image

Centier Bank

Crowe

Dexter Axle

Elkhart Group Wachovia
Securities

Elkhart Steel Services, Inc.

Famous Dave’s BBQ

Fernwood Botanical Garden
& Nature Preserve

Thomas and Susan
Fischbach

Carol and Rod Ganey

GFWC/IEC Progress Club

Gibson Insurance Group

Herrman & Goetz, Inc.

Honkers Family Restaurant

J.C. Penney’s

Jayco, Inc.

Koontz Wagner Electric
Company, Inc.

Lake Magazine

Lexus of Mishawaka

Dr. Faye Magneson

Martin’s Supermarkets

Masons

Medtronics Sofamore
Daneki

Meijer, Inc.

Monaco Coach Corp.

Mossberg & Company, Inc.

NIPSCO

Plante & Moran, PLLC

Quality Dining

River Bend Hose

Riverside Terrace

Teacher’s Credit Union

The Leader Publications
/Niles Daily Star

The Truth

The Upper Deck

UPrs

Villing & Company

WSJM-AM 1400

Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.

Wieland Designs, Inc.

Peggy Weed

Abbott Laboratories
Eaton Corporation
Embarq
Honeywell Foundation
IBM Corporation
Johnson & Johnson
Key Foundation
Norfolk Southern
Foundation
Progressive Insurance
Foundation
SBC/Ameritech
Tomkins Corporation
Foundation
Whirlpool Foundation
Zimmer, Inc.



nmit
PUBLIC TELEVISION

2300 Charger Boulevard
Elkhart, IN 46514

PO Box 3434
Elkhart, IN 46515

574.675.9648
574.262.8497 fax
wnit@wnit.org ® wnit.org

WNIT is owned and operated by the Michiana Public Broadcasting
Corporation, a non-profit corporation in the State of Indiana.



