
Flower Skeletons
Once the petals are gone, wildflowers often have an unusual appearance. The three “skel-
etons” below, depict some of the more common wildflowers which may be seen along road-
sides in the fall and throughout winter.

Thistle
Sometimes this
plant is con-
fused with tea-
sel. Note that is has
a bell-shape and
sometimes has long,
fluffy, white hairs.

Queen Anne’sQueen Anne’sQueen Anne’sQueen Anne’sQueen Anne’s
LLLLLaceaceaceaceace
This plant is in the parsley
family. It can be distin-
guished from its relatives by
its seed. The seeds are con-
tained in closed flower head, and
are hairy, sticking to surfaces like
velcro. (see seed to left of plant).

Teasel
This skeleton is

distinguished by
its  egg-shape.
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