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In Search of the FBI – Supplement

Grow your own Bacteria:

· Measure 3 cups of (distilled works best) Water into a pot.  Bring to a boil.

· Add 1 chicken boullion cube and one spoonful of sugar. 

· Allow to boil for several minutes. After boiling cover pot and remove from heat. 

· Pour equal amounts into three bowls.  

· Place each bowl in different spots.  (Behind Toilet, by kitchen sink, cough into one, or just leave it out in the open.  After one day of just sitting there, cover each bowl with plastic wrap and put in a warm place where nobody will disturb.

· Check after one week to see what has grown.

· If bacteria are present, the liquid will be cloudy.  Clear broth means nothing grew.  If so, you may have stored them in too cool of a place, or exposed the uncovered bowls in a low bacteria zone.  Try Again.

· Use a hand lens to see if you can make out any shapes.

· *Adapted from Hands-on Grossology by Sylvia Branzei

A Fungus Among Us

Place a slice of bread in a zip lock bag.  (If you want a lot of mold rub your bread in a dusty area before you begin.)

Sprinkle water on each slice of bread.  Do not soak just dampen.

Close bag and put in a dark warm area.

Check in five days for some furry friends.  The green bread mold is a type of fungi called penicillin.

If you wish to continue the experiment, keep the bag sealed and see how long it will take to completely decompose.  It is possible to get soil.

*Adapted from Hands-on Grossology by Sylvia Branzei

