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Northern Virginians work hard to maintain their properties and build a community that is well-known as a safe and beautiful place. Old tree-lined streets, neighborhood parks, shaded decks and secret gardens add comfort and character to our lives. But they can also add life to our years as they provide peaceful places to relax, connect with family, build relationships and enjoy the world around us.    



Our trees add financial value to our properties and 
quality to our lives. The investment is worth it.  
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Secret gardens, shaded decks and old tree-lined streets would be nothing without the incredible trees that provide the privacy, shade and character that we cherish so much. Our trees add financial value to our properties and quality to our lives. That is why we’ve invested so much time and money into landscaping, nurturing and maintaining our trees and gardens. The investment is worth it. 



 Ivy threatens landscaping investments,  
 neighborhood aesthetics, and the health  
 of our trees.  
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Unfortunately, English ivy is a threat to that investmentEnglish ivy can choke—and kill—the beautiful trees that give our yards and neighborhoods shade and character. What looks like a lovely little green plant can actually harm the trees it grows on. 



• Ivy can strangle trees, especially when it grows 
at the base of the trunk. 

• Once ivy is in the tree canopy, it can block 
sunlight from the trees’ leaves or needles. 

• Dense ivy cover deprives the tree’s bark of 
normal contact with air and microorganisms 
and competes with the tree for nutrients and 
water.  
 

 English ivy chokes trees and deprives  
 them of necessary nutrients. 



• Thick ivy growth can accelerate rot by holding 
in moisture, which can also harbor 
mosquitoes. 

• The added weight of ivy can cause mature 
trees to fall down in storms and strong winds.  
 

 Ivy can cause rot and weaken branches  
 in heavy storms.  



Ivy is a threat. But we can beat it with 
simple landscaping work.    



  Arborists recommend several simple  
  steps to protect trees from ivy  
  infestations.  



Step 1. Use garden clippers to cut ivy at the 
bottom around the entire trunk of all 
infested trees. 
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Tip! Wear gloves and long sleeves to 
avoid poison ivy.  
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Just a friendly tip: Wear gloves and long sleeves to avoid poison ivySee how easy it is!



Step 2. Make a 2 feet “life saver ring” 
around the base of the tree.  
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Step 2.   Pull all ivy vines out of the ground around the base of the tree, making a 2 feet “life saver ring” around the tree. This will protect the tree from future infestations. 



Step 3. Once cut, leave ivy on the tree. Do not 
pull it off because that could harm the tree. Ivy 
will gradually die back after it is cut.  



 Exhibit A: 
 Ivy choking a tree.    
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Here is a Black Locust, choked by English Ivy. 



  Exhibit B: 
  Saved!    
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Success!  Ten months later the Black Locust is clean.  The ivy died back and is falling off. This tree is saved!



  Exhibit C:  
  Without ivy, the tree  
  will have more    
  energy to blossom 

Black Locust, Robinia pseudoacacia 
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Success!  Ten months later the Black Locust is clean.  The ivy died back and is falling off. This tree is saved!



The trees of Northern Virginia make our region 
special. Protect them from ivy infestations today.  
 
Learn how to remove ivy from your trees by  visiting 
www.TreeStewards.org or www.ARMN.org  
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